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My New Year resolution this year is to be more organised than I was last year, and so far it is work-

ing quite well.....sort of. I always seem to have something on the go and every year I make the brash 

statement that ‘next year will be better’. Selling our farm last August has freed me up quite a bit so 

maybe this year will indeed be better!  

Forty excited ladies are gearing up to attend my second ‘Stitching by the Sea’ Retreat which is being 

held mid March in Port Campbell. I am not sure that everyone will have a ‘productive’ weekend but it 

will be a great couple of days of relaxing, laughing, eating and maybe a little retail therapy.  

In April we head back to Melbourne with the shop to attend the Australasian Quilt Convention for the 

third time. ‘Elenor Jean’ will be making the trip down with us as she is off to be judged for the Bernina 

Best in Australia Award against all of the other Best in Show winners from the other states. She is up 

against some magnificent quilts, so it will be an honour just to be part of this prestigious competition. 

Fingers crossed . She won’t be coming home with us but instead will spend the time travelling the 

other state’s Quilt Shows until late November. Unfortunately Hannah won’t be able to assist me on my 

stand this year due to study commitments for her CPA exams the following week, so I have a new as-

sistant to help me. You may have met him before in the shop or seen his face on my blog.......it’s Rus-

sell! So please drop by and say hi.......and no he won’t be wearing those shorts....lol!  

I am part the way through writing the pattern book for ‘Elenor Jean’ and it is scheduled to go to the 

printers in mid to late March, with a planned launch at AQC. It is a time consuming task and I hope 

that everyone will enjoy my latest book......if I ever get it finished! 

I have also taken the plunge and booked a stand at the Craft & Quilt Show in Melbourne on the 23rd to 

26th July. I have wanted to do this show for a couple of years but the timing was always bad as it was 

slap bang in the middle of our calf rearing season.....but not anymore! It is certainly going to be a busy 

few months for me. 

And of course September wouldn’t be September without the ‘Stitch in Spring’. This will be the fifth 

year that I have run the event and by all indications everyone is keen for it to continue. Our tutors for 

this year are Helen Stubbings from Hugs’n’Kisses (Tasmania) and Gail Pan from Gail Pan Designs 

(Melbourne). It is Helen’s first time as a SIS tutor and Gail returns for a fourth stint. Registrations open 

at 9am on Monday 16th March.(and not before!). More details are included in this newsletter. 

I am also in the process of establishing a new website for my online shop as well as designing a new 

logo. It will be a fresh new start with a lot more items listed online to make it easier for you all to either 

check out what I have prior to calling in to the shop or for those who wish to purchase online from me. 

It will be a couple of months before it is up and running but I have started the ball rolling which is a 

start and like I said earlier.......I am trying to be more organised! 

  

Linda White  

Classes / Shop : 486 Princetown Rd, Cooriemungle, 3268  

Open Thursday - Sunday, 11am - 4pm 

Shop 0427 943 201 AH 55 943 201   

Email:  whites03@bigpond.com 

Don’t forget to follow my blog at:  

www.gumvalleypatchwork.typepad.com or like Gum Valley Patchwork on 

Facebook for all of the up to date news from the shop 



Block of the Months for 2015 

‘Bluebird Lane’ by Natalie Bird from The Birdhouse 

 

I do have just a few of the patterns left for $55 

 

‘Daisy Meadows’ by Leanne Knell from Petals & Patches 

‘Daisy Meadows’ is a new seven part BOM project by Leanne 

Knell. The fabric included is from Lynette Anderson’s ‘Pocketful 

of Daisies’ range which is what Leanne used to create her quilt. I 

have substituted Yarn Dyed for the stitchery and appliqué blocks.  

Included in the kit:  Fabrics, Pattern, Staflex & Cosmo Embroi-

dery Threads. Cost is $22 per month (plus P&H)    

Pattern only is available for $35.20 

Everybody on earth dies and goes to heaven. God comes and says, "I want the men to make 

two lines. One line for the men that dominated their women on earth and the other line for the 

men that were dominated by their women. Also, I want all the women to go with St. Peter." 

With that said and done, the next time God looked, the women are gone and there are two lines. 

The line of the men that were dominated by their women was 100 miles long, and in the line of 

men that dominated their women, there was only one man. 

God got mad and said, "You men should be ashamed of yourselves. I created, you in my image 

and you were all whipped by your mates. Look at the only,one of my sons that stood up and 

made me proud. Learn from him! Tell them my son, how did you manage to be the only one in 

this line?" 

And the man replied, "I don't know, my wife told me to stand here." 

ONGOING SPECIAL 

All extra wide backing fabric is 30% off 



**** Sewing Days **** 
the classroom is available for sewing days / group get togethers.  

Fully equipped with large tables; irons; light box; cutting mat & rulers plus the urn with tea / coffee.  
There is a small charge of $2 per person for the use of the room and facilities.  

Bookings essential.............Lunch can be arranged.  
(lunch, dessert, tea / coffee, free gift and lucky prizes = $15 per person;  

Price increase from 30th June 2015 to $18 per person) 

   CALENDER DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

14th & 15th March, 2015 

‘Stitching by the Sea’, 2 day Retreat Weekend in Port Campbell....FULLY BOOKED 

(The shop will be closed on Fri 13th, Sat 14th & Sun 15th March) 

16th March, 2015 

Registrations open for the 2015 Stitch in Spring @ 9am (not before). Phone registrations only  

to 0427 943 201. NOTE: I will be turning my phone off so that the bookings come through in  

order and that I don’t miss anyone. Please leave a message with the names of the people you 

 are booking in for (you can only book for a maximum of 8 people). I will take bookings for the  

Saturday first and if enough people register then I will run a second day on Sunday. I will  

confirm with you your registration success and details on the 16th March. 

16th - 19th April, 2015 

Australasian Quilt Convention at Royal Exhibition Buildings, Carlton Gardens, Melbourne.  

Yes I will be there again and so will ‘Elenor Jean’ for the judging of Best in Australia! 

(The shop will be closed on Thurs 16th, Fri 17th, Sat 18th & Sun 19th April) 

25th - 28th June, 2015 

Stocktake Sale........20% off all stock. 

23rd - 26th July, 2015 

Craft and Quilt Fair, Melbourne Exhibition Centre, South Wharf, Melbourne. After attending  

Event for many years, I will have the Shop there for the very first time......super excited! 

19th September (& 20th September if required), 2015 

‘Stitch in Spring’ at Port Campbell, with tutors Helen Stubbings, Hugs’n’kisses & Gail Pan, Gail      

 Pan Designs. Registrations open Monday 16th March 2015 @ 9am (see above) 

 

SPECIALS 

Check out the specials basket ($8 & $15 per metre) & rack ($12 per metre) in the shop.  

Every time a ‘special’ bolt is sold a new one takes it’s place! The rack is always full.  

Great for quilt backings 

Also..... 

finish any bolt in the shop and get 20% off that fabric. Don’t forget to check out the end of bolt 
parcels - all packed and ready to go.  



  Classes 

There are not a lot of classes on offer this semester as I have had to squeeze it all in between other com-

mitments. Please contact me if you have any questions or would like to book in for any class. 

1. Material Girls Club               

The old favourite is back again.......the Material Girls Club.....another 4 projects to make and enjoy. It’s 

a chance to get away from it all for a few hours, different projects each lesson to keep or give away as 

gifts, everything is included (and pre-cut), take home something finished (or almost)!  It also includes a 

coffee / tea  afterwards as well as something yummy to eat.  NOTE: When you sign up for MGC you 

make a commitment for all four dates. If you can’t make it you will still receive your kit and pattern.                                                           

Dates: Monday 30th March; 27th April; 25th May & 29th June 

Time: 12.30pm - 3pm     or    7pm - 9.30pm               Cost: $25 per day ($100 in total)  

2.  ‘Your Choice’ Days                                             

These popular class days are back again. Ideal for starting a new; working on an existing; or finishing 

off an old project. Just book in for the days that suit you. Limited numbers (maximum of 4 per class).  

Dates: Wednesday 25th March; Wednesday 29th April; Tuesday 19th May & Tuesday 16th June 

Time: 11am - 3pm.                      Class Fee: $20 / day 

3.  Fusible Appliquè Day                                                    

Come along and learn how to use Fusible Appliquè Paper in this afternoon class. I have used this 

method of appliqué for 18 months and I love it......I wouldn’t appliqué any other way now. Included in 

the class is a kit to make a Needle Book.  

Date: Tuesday 24th March   Time: 12.30pm - 3pm           Cost: $25 

4.  Button Box Quilt    

Another great quilt from US designer Karen Griska. I’ve made a few of 

Karen’s quilts and the designs are great with instructions that are easy 

to follow. The Button Box Quilt is made using selvages......so get col-

lecting! Alternatively you could use your strippy scraps to make this 

quilt. 

Date: Monday 18th May  Time: 11am - 3pm                    

Cost: $25 (includes Karen’s Pattern) 

5. ‘Block of the Month’ Days 

Have you ever signed up for a Block of the Month through Gum Valley Patchwork. Was it years ago or 

just this month? Either way you are welcome to join in on any or all of these days and make a start on it. 

A relaxed ‘class’ where you can work at your own pace.....do prep work.....trace out designs.....cut the 

fabric.....or get stitching on the machine, the choice is yours.  

Dates: Thursday 23rd April; 21st May; and 18th June.    Time: 11am - 3pm Cost: $10 / day 



If you haven’t been to the shop in a while why not pop in and see what is new to 

Gum Valley Patchwork. New giftware including Diffusers for $19.90 and Diffuser & 

 candle sets also for $19.90 make great presents. Also new in are some lovely scarves 

 for just $8.00 - $10 each, with more new styles on the way. 

Recent fabric arrivals include: 

 Paradise by Jason Yenter 

 Pocketful of Daisies by Lynette Anderson Designs 

 Good Company by Cori Dantini  

 Edith by Mary Koval 

 Butterfly Hollow by Moon Cookie Designs 

 Lilies of the Field by Jan Patek 

Due to arrive over the coming months: 

 Dino Pals Flannel - March 

 Cosmopolitan - March 

 Happy Home - March 

 Millbook Series - April 

 Flower Patch Flannels by Bonnie Sullivan - April 

 Dit Dot Flannels by Jason Yenter - April 

 Jungle Jubilee Flannels - April / May 

 Fancywork Box by Helen Stubbings - April / May 

 Catalina Flannel - May / June 

 Mistletoe by 3 Sisters (Christmas range) - June  

 Very Merry by Sandy Gervais (Christmas range) - June 

As you can see there will be lots of gorgeous fabrics to inspire you! 

The shop will be closed on Friday 13th, Saturday 14th & Sunday 15th March for my 

annual Stitching by the Sea Retreat in Port Campbell  

The shop will be closed on Thursday 16th to Sunday 19th April for the Australasian 

Quilt Convention in Melbourne.   

Apologies for any inconvenience 

The Farmers Wife 

Have you got the Farmers Wife Sampler Quilt Book? Have you started your 

quilt yet? Do you need the motivation to start? Would you be interested in 

joining a group to work on your quilt? Contact me  if you are interested 

and we will work out a day (when the shop is open) to get together.  

A small fee will apply to cover costs.  



‘Stitch in Spring’  

with Helen Stubbings & Gail Pan  

Saturday 19th September 2015, 10am –  4pm 

at the  

Santos Room, Surf Lifesaving Club 

Cairns Street, Port Campbell 

Cost : $130 per person 

Includes: Patterns & kits for 4 different projects designed by Helen & Gail; 

morning & afternoon teas; 2 course lunch; tea, coffee & drinks; special 

goody bag; lucky draws plus much more. No charge for the fun, friendship 

and laughter. Helen & Gail will have some of their beautiful creations on 

display, with patterns available for purchase. I will also have my shop set 

up for a little retail therapy. All of this while enjoying the view over the 

beautiful Port Campbell Bay.  

 Registrations open at 9am Monday 16th March  

by phone only to 0427 943 201 (leave a message) 

Places are limited with only 80 places available 

(If more than 80 ladies register then I will run a second day on Sunday 20th September) 

Enquiries - Linda @ the Shop 0427 943 201 or  

email whites03@bigpond.com 

 A deposit of $50 is required by 1st April to secure your place. The balance of $80 is 

due by 1st August 2015. Cancellation Policy: If you cancel before 31st July, your deposit 

will be refunded in full. Cancellation after this date, refund will only be given if your 

place can be filled by someone else.  

Full refund if the day is cancelled by the organiser (Gum Valley Patchwork).  

mailto:whites03@bigpond.com


Doggy Dictionary 

LEASH: A strap that attaches to your collar, enabling you to lead your person where you want him/her 

to go. 

DOG BED: Any soft, clean surface, such as the white bedspread in the guest room or the newly uphol-

stered couch in the living room. 

DROOL: A liquid that, when combined with sad eyes, forces humans to give you their food. To do this 

properly you must sit as close as you can and get drool on the human. 

SNIFF: A social custom used to greet other dogs, similar to the human exchange of business cards. 

GARBAGE CAN: A container which your neighbours put out once a week to test your ingenuity. You 

must stand on your hind legs and try to push the lid off with your nose. If you do it right you are re-

warded with margarine wrappers to shred, beef bones to consume and mouldy crusts of bread. 

BICYCLES: Two-wheeled exercise machines, invented for dogs to control body fat. To get maximum 

aerobic benefit, you must hide behind a bush and dash out, bark loudly and run alongside for a few 

yards. The person then swerves and falls into the bushes, and you prance away. 

DEAFNESS: This is a malady which affects dogs when their person wants them in and they want to 

stay out. Symptoms include staring blankly at the person, then running in the opposite direction or lying 

down. 

THUNDER: This is a signal that the world is coming to an end. Humans remain amazingly calm during 

thunderstorms, so it is necessary to warn them of the danger by trembling uncontrollably, panting, roll-

ing your eyes wildly and following at their heels. 

WASTEBASKET: This is a dog toy filled with paper, envelopes and old candy wrappers. It is impor-

tant to evenly distribute its contents throughout the house before your person comes home. 

BATH: If you find something especially good to roll in, humans get jealous and they use this degrading 

form of torture to get even. Be sure to shake only when next to a person or a piece of furniture. 

LEAN: Every good dog's response to the command "sit!" especially if your person is dressed for an 

evening out. Incredibly effective before black-tie events. 

BUMP: The best way to get your human's attention when they are drinking a fresh cup of coffee or tea. 

GOOSE BUMP: A maneuver to use as a last resort when the regular bump doesn't get the attention you 

require  ...especially effective when combined with the sniff. See above. 

CHILDREN: Short humans of optimal petting height. Standing close to one assures some good petting. 

When running, they are good to chase. If they fall down, they are comfortable to sit on. 

LOVE: A feeling of intense affection, given freely and without restriction. The best way you can show 

your love is to wag your tail. If you're lucky, a human will love you in return. 


