
 

March 2012 

We are well into the start of another year and by all indications it is going to be a busy and exciting 

year. Russell and I were able to head away for a lovely holiday in February which ended way too 

soon......but then all holidays end too quickly don’t they! Early March was busy with the Heytesbury 

Show and the Colac Quilters Quilt Show will be held later in the month on Friday 23rd, Saturday 24th 

& Sunday 25th March. I will be taking the Shop into Colac for the Show, so please call by and say 

hello if you are going along. March will also see the start of the extension at the shop.....yay! Once fin-

ished the shop classroom will be moved downstairs into the new room. It will be slightly smaller than 

the upstairs room but  access will be a lot easier and no carrying those machines and sewing baskets 

upstairs. There will be some disruption while the building works are carried out so please be patient 

during this time. In April I will wave goodbye to ’Prudence’ as she sets sail on her trip around Austra-

lia.....commencing in Melbourne at the Australian Quilt Convention. I am hoping to go and see her in 

Melbourne but I will wait and see as we start calving some of the heifers in April. I don’t want to use 

up all of my brownie points because I need those for my trip to Kansas City, USA in May. I have been 

invited to travel to the US with Gail Pan and we will be attending the Spring Quilt Market as well as 

travelling around Kansas City. It is under 2 months until we leave and I’m sure with everything that 

going on it will be here before we know it. While I am away Jodie will be running the shop for me. She 

did a fantastic job while I was away on holidays and will also be running it while I attend the Colac 

Quilt Show. Jodie is also teaching her first class in June at the Shop......Fabric Shading......so check it 

out. 

Now onto a snapshot of what has been happening in the shop and what is to come:   

 Fabric ranges that have arrived in recent months include: ‘Secret Garden’ by Australian designer 

Lynette Anderson; ‘Prairie Paisley II’ by Minick & Simpson; ‘Rouennaries Deux’ by French 

General; ‘Stonehenge’ by Linda Ludovico; and ‘Poetica’ by Art Gallery Quilts.  

 New fabric arrivals due over the coming months include: ‘Season Little Gatherings’ by Primitive 

Gatherings for Moda (April), ‘Rainforest Buzz’ by Cherie Strole (June); and Sandy Gervais’s 

new Christmas Range ‘Merry Melody’ (July). 

 Other new products include: More colours of the Cottage Garden Threads; Variegated RicRac  

also from Cottage Garden Threads; Weeks Dye Works Wool fabric in 25 gorgeous colours; and 

new patterns including the ‘Vignette’ Magazines from Leanne Beasley.  

 I have 3 new shelving units which has allowed me to display the fabric in a much better layout.   

It has also been five years since I opened the doors to the Shop and I can’t believe how quickly it has 

gone. To celebrate I have decided to hold my Annual Birthday Sale over 4 days instead of the two that 

I normally have. So mark these dates on your calendar now........Thursday 15th March through to Sun-

day 18th March - 20% off all stock (even off the already reduced stock), 11am to 4pm each day. 

Don’t forget if you want to keep up to date with what’s happening you can check out my blog at :  

www.gumvalleypatchwork.typepad.com  or ‘Like’ Gum Valley Patchwork on Facebook for all of those 

little extras.  

Well that’s enough from me........class samples are on display in the shop and don’t forget to book in 

early to avoid disappointment.  

Linda White  

NOTE: The shop will be closed on Friday 21st and Saturday 22nd September for the second Stitch in 

Spring in Simpson.  

Classes / Shop : 486 Princetown Rd, Cooriemungle, 3268  

Open Thursday - Sunday, 11am - 4pm 

Shop 0427 943 201 AH 55 943 201 Fax  55 943 201   

Email:  whites03@bigpond.com 

www.gumvalleypatchwork.typepad.com 

ABN: 74 167 547 458 



1. Material Girls Club               

What would my class list be if I didn’t have the Material Girls Club! Yes it’s back again for another 

semester with four brand new projects to make and enjoy. It’s a chance to get away from it all for a 

few hours, different projects each lesson to keep or give away as gifts, everything is included (and 

pre-cut), take home something finished (or almost)! It also includes a coffee / tea  from the 

t e a r o o m s  a f t e r w a r d s  a s  w e l l  a s  s o m e t h i n g  y u m m y  t o  e a t .                                                            

Da tes :  Monday 2nd Apr i l ;  7 th  May;  28th  May;  and  2nd  Ju l y                                                       

Time: 12.30pm - 3pm     or    7pm - 9.30pm               Cost: $25 per day ($100 in total)    

 

2. Kids Club              (new) 

This club is strictly for children (10 years and older) and is structured similar to the Material Girls 

Club with everything supplied to make 2 different projects. Some sewing skill is required for using 

a sewing machine which must be supplied by the child attending. We will be making a softie toy 

called ‘Pickle’ the Seal; and a Shaggy Raggy Cushion. Limited places.   

Date: Monday 9th April (Easter Monday) and Monday 11th June (Queens Birthday)            

Time: 11am - 3pm   Class Fee: $25 per day  

  

3.  Selvedge Table Runner                                      

This table runner is sure to be a conversation starter when it graces your table. Made using the    

selvedges off fabric, it brings recycling to stitching. Learn how to sew selvedges and open the door 

to make something from ‘nothing’. Class fee includes selvedges, border and binding. 

Measures  85cm x 32cm (or adjust to suit your needs)    

Date: Monday 30th April   Time: 11am - 3pm      Class Fee: $25 

 

4.  ‘Your Choice’ Days                                             
These popular class days are back again. Ideal for starting a new; working on an existing; or 

finishing off an old project. Limited numbers (maximum of 4 per class) - so book early.  

Dates: Tuesdays - 24th April; 29th May; and 26th June  

Time: 11am - 3pm.                      Class Fee: $20 / day 

 

5.  Hexagon Fever              (new)                                      
For those who have haven’t jumped on the paper piecing ‘band wagon’ this class will give you a 

taste and show you different methods of stitching hexagons.....don’t worry I won’t be making you 

stitch 1/4” hexagons! I will also show you different uses and end products from your hexagons. A 

great stitching project for the long cold wintery nights ahead. Class fee includes 1” hexagon papers, 

needle and thread.    

Date: Tuesday 8th May  Time: 12.30pm - 3pm.         Class Fee: $20  

 

6.  ‘Slip Sliding Away’ Quilt              (new)                                      
A great quilt to use up lots of scraps. The template makes it easy to cut and it goes together very 

quickly. The quilt in the pattern measures 130cm x 170cm but the pattern is easily adjusted to make 

the quilt suit your needs. Everyone need to have their own original pattern which includes the tem-

plate (no photocopies) which are available from the shop. Kits are also available.      

Date: Wednesday 2nd May           Time: 11am - 3pm.         Class Fee: $10  

NEW TO GUM VALLEY PATCHWORK: 
Wendy Gleeson will be offering several classes during 2012 at the Shop. Wendy is an experienced 

patchworker and quilter, and is known to a lot of you through the business she runs jointly with 

Margaret Evans.....Clever Ducks Quilting. Details are currently being finalised and I will email and 

blog about what is on offer asap.   



Don’t forget...... 
the upstairs classroom is available for sewing days / group get togethers.  

Fully equipped with large tables; irons; light box; quilt stretching frame plus the urn with tea / 
coffee. There is no charge for the use of the room and facilities.  

Catering can be arranged. 
(lunch, dessert, tea / coffee, free gift and lucky prizes = $15 per person) 

Bookings essential. 

7.  Fabric Shading with Jodie              (new)                                      
 

Learn this wonderful technique of Fabric Shading using coloured pencils and jazz up those stitch-

ery projects. Jodie will showcase some of her own projects using the method and then you can 

work on your own ‘masterpiece’. You don’t have to be an artist just good at colouring in! Class fee 

includes the use of pencils.    

Date:  Friday 9th June  Time: 12.30am - 3pm.         Class Fee: $20  

 

8.  ‘Smith’ the Dog              (new)                                      
 

Have you ever wanted to make a softie toy but never quite taken the plunge? Well ‘Smith’ the Dog 

is another of Jodie’s (from Ric Rac fame) great patterns that are ideally suited to beginners. Every-

one must have their own original ‘Smith’ the Dog pattern (no photocopies).                                

Class fee includes one fat 1/4 of fabric.    

Date: Tuesday 12th June  Time: 11am - 3pm   Class Fee: $20  

 

9.  Sunday School              (new)                                      
 

Have you been missing out on attending the popular Material Girls Club days due to work commit-

ments during the week? Well if this has been you then you are now in luck. I have selected 3 of the 

previous MGC projects for you to make & enjoy..... A cosy Shaggy Star Cushion; the handy Let’s 

Shop Bag; and a lovely Table Centre. The class covers 3 Sundays and everything is included (and 

pre-cut), take home something finished (or almost)!      

Date:  Sunday 6th May; 3rd June; and 1st July      

Time: 12.30am - 3pm.         Class Fee: $75  

 

Have you heard about the Farmers Wife Sampler Quilt? It is a wonderful 

book featuring letters from a 1920’s competition run by The Farmers Wife 

magazine of the time and the 111 quilt blocks they inspired. The quilt 

blocks can be machine or handpieced or a combination of both. Wendy is 

interested in conducting regular class get togethers for others who might 

be keen in making this heirloom quilt.  

Please let me know if you are interested and I can forward on the details 

when available. 



2012 BLOCK OF THE MONTHS 

 

‘LOVE’ by Natalie Bird of The Birdhouse  

This is a beautiful small quilt that features stitchery blocks 
and machine piecing. The fabric included for the quilt is 
from the new range ‘Secret Garden’ from Lynette Anderson 
Designs.  

Cost : $20 per month (plus $3 for p & h if required) 

Includes : Fabric, threads, sashings, borders, binding and pat-
tern (which includes pre-printed stitchery on fabric as well as 
the design on paper). As a bonus I will include enough Yarn 
Dyed fabric to use in the quilt or to make another quilt. 
(Backing fabric & wadding not included.) 

Finished Size (approx) : 100cm x 100cm  

Runs for : 9 months    

 

Sampler Quilt by Gum Valley Patchwork 

I first ran this Block of the Month Quilt a few years ago and due to 
popular demand I have decided to remake it in the new ‘Prairie Paisley 
II’ range of fabrics. The quilt has 20 different sampler blocks and par-
ticipants will receive 2 blocks every month. Blocks can be either ma-
chine or hand pieced.....the choice is yours. The quilt blocks are com-
pleted but the quilt hasn’t been pieced together yet. The photo shows a 
sample of the blocks that will be included in the quilt.  

Cost : $20 per month (plus $3 for p & h if required) 

Includes : All fabric for blocks, sashings, border & binding, plus the 
pattern sheets. (Backing fabric & wadding not included.) 

Finished size (approx) : 150cm x 180cm 

Runs for : 10 months    

 

Why men shouldn’t write advice columns 

Dear John,     I hope you can help me. The other day I set off for work, leaving my husband in the house 

watching TV. My car stalled and then broke down about one km down the road, and I had to walk back 

to get my husbands help. When I got home I couldn’t believe my eyes. He was in our bedroom with the 

neighbours daughter! I am 32, my husband is 34 and the neighbours daughter is 19. We have been mar-

ried for 10 years. When I confronted him he broke down and admitted they have been having an affair 

for the past six months. He won’t go to counselling, I’m afraid and I am a wreck and need advice ur-

gently. Can you please help? Sincerely Sheila.  

Dear Sheila,    A car stalling after being driven a short distance can be caused by a variety of faults with 

the engine. Start by checking that there is no debris in the fuel line. If it is clear, check the vacuum pipes 

and hoses on the intake manifold and also check all grounding wires. If none of these approaches solves 

the problem it could be that the fuel pump itself is faulty, causing low delivery pressure to the injectors. 

I hope this helps, John 



MY BIRTHDAY SALE IS ON AGAIN 

20% OFF ALL STOCK 

THURSDAY 15TH TO SUNDAY 18TH MARCH 

11AM - 4PM 

486 Princetown Rd, Cooriemungle 3268 

(4km south of Simpson, near Cooriemungle Road)  

A DOG’S property rules:  

1. If I like it, it ’s mine. 

2. If it ’s in my mouth, it’s mine. 

3. If I can take it from you, it ’s mine. 

4. If I had it a little while ago, it ’s mine. 

5. If I ’m chewing something up, all the pieces are mine. 

6. If it ’s mine, it must never appear to be yours anyway. 

7. If it looks like mine, it’s mine. 

8. If I saw it first, it ’s mine. 

9. If you are playing with something and you put it down, 

it automatically becomes mine. 

10.If it ’s broken, it ’s yours. 

The shop will be 

closed on Friday 

21st and Saturday 

22nd September 

for the second 

Stitch in Spring in 

Simpson.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Due to rising costs and time constraints I will be using my email data base 

as a mailing list for future newsletters. If you wish to continue to receive 

the newsletter, please contact me to include your details on my database........ 

email to : whites03@bigpond.com 

I will be printing off a limited number of newsletters for the ladies who do not use 

email or the internet. Please let me know if you would still like to receive a printed 

version of the newsletter.   

SPECIALS 

Check out the specials 
basket ($8 & $15 per 

metre) & rack ($12 per 
metre) in the shop.  

Every time a ‘special’ 
bolt is sold a new one 

takes it’s place!  

The rack is always full.  

Great for quilt backings 

Also..... 

finish any bolt in the 
shop and get 20% off 

that fabric. Don’t forget 
to check out the end of 
bolt parcels - all packed 

and ready to go.  

VISA & MC accepted. Sorry no EFTpos available. Minimum credit card transaction is $20. 


